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In a LET T E R from a Miniſter; 
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Families are the firſt Seminaries of Reli- 
Zion; and if Care be not there taken to 
prepare Perſons ( eſpecially in their ten- 
der Tears ) for publick Teaching and 
| Inſtruction, it like to have but little 
effect. Archbithop Tillotſon, in his Ser- 
en concerning Family-Religion. 
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Lenerfro tn Maier 


to his Pariſhioners; 
SHE WING; | 


The Neceſſary Duty of Family: 
e 
dition of P rayerleſs Families. 


HE Neglect of Daily Prayer . 
a Default of that high nature 
and diſmal Conſequence, that 
my Deſire of your Salvation 
conſtrains me, my Dear Bre- 
 thren, to try ſomething out of the common 
way of my Paſtoral —— in writing this 
Letter to Ir, to endeavour to reclaim you 
from it: ro live without Prayer, is to 
live as withour God in the World; as if we 
were {ufficient ro'preſerye and provide or 
our ſelyes in all our Concerns, and deſpi- 
"ſed Help from Above; and as if we thou E 
our ſelves ſo perfectly void of Sin, 
* needed not God's Mercy: + which is 75 
Crime moſt highly provoking and very dan- 
gerous ; enough to make any one tremble 
that conſiders it, except it be che ſenſleſs 


Atheiſt, if there be any ſuch ' Monſter in 
the World. A2 Ihæe 


140 

Ahaere very often ſhewn you both the 
Sin and Danger of this inexcuſable Neglect 
in my Sermons; and now come to leave 
this ſtanding Teſtimony of my Care fer 
your Souls at your Houſes, that the World 
may pronounce-me clear of ybur Blood, if 
ye periſh in this Criminal Omiſſion: And 
22 = N all 1 if 
ve t eeꝑ at diſtance from God by a 
na Neglect of Him, and Pardaring 
vnur Hearts againſt Him: For the Holy 
Ghoſt expreſly teſtifies: That ſuch as ate fan- ſe 
From God ſhall periſh, (Pſalm. 73. 27.) And |} a1 
thereupon: concludes, That it is good Fo C. 
draw near unto God, (Ver. 28) And the lid 
Holy. Scriptares throughout, which aſſure B 
us onthe one hand, That if we ſeek God, he ſe 
will be found. of us, do as; poſitively declare v 
on the other hand, That if we forſake God, in 
e l nt e fo 
This 15 moſt unqueſtionably applicable | P 

to every Prayerleſs Perſon, and will, d hope P 
1 
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awaken every one into whoſe hands tbis 
Admonition ſhall fall, to a conſcientious 
Obſervance of dazly' Prayer, thro the Grace | 
of Almighty God in our Lord Feſws Chrift. Fi 
But my preſent Deſiꝑn js, to · preſs rhe 
daily Exercite of Prayer in Families, wich- 

ont which no Fami can begin — 
Day as they ought, becauſe they negle 

that Morning and Evening Sacrifice, which 
God requires at their hands, and ſo they 
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(TY 
incur dus Diſpleaſure when they might en⸗ 
„ad Bee o2 2galxonds 59 117% nt 
Sr. Paul delivers dur Maſtets Will to us 
as ro: this point, in theſe words: Nur un the 
whole Armour of God, praying always 
with all Prayer and Supplicat ion in ebe Spi- 
rit, (Eph. 6. 1 8 „which requires our Con- 
ſtant Performance · of all Kind: of Prayer, in 
their ſeaſon, in a: ſpittual manner. So 
that if we are wanting in the ſeaſonable or 
dae. obſervance of Secret Prayer in our Clo- 
55, or of Publick Prayer in the Congregation, 
or of. Private Prager in our Families, our 
Chriſtian Armour is not compleat, and We 
lie open in that reſpect to che Arrows and 
Battery of our, Spiritual + Enemies, Who 
ſeek all Advantages againſt us: . Yea, and 
we thereby provoke God to deliver us up 


into their hands, foraſmuch as we do not 


crave His Aid, which is the only ſufficient 
Protection, from them, The words of che 
Prophet Feremiah are very. dreadful, (Jer. 
10% 5.) Pour cut thy Fury upon the Heathen - 
that know thee not, and upon the, Fanulies + 
that-call nat upon 4!» Name. Thisis ſpoken 


: | indeed of the -idolatrous Heathen 2. bur Chris k 
ſtian Families, who have not ſo much Know 


ledg e or Senſe of God Infinite Perfections, 
as to conſtrain them to call. upon his Name, 
by daily Pray er, may read. that Text with 
trembling Heart, ſince they degenerate in- 
to the ſinful Stupidity of the. Heat hens as ta - 

| 15 rr 
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rhis ; ie end e eee 

they will be obnoxious to the dtead ful Pu: 
niſmment: Yea, fince Chriſtians firs againſt 

ighr, ſtricter Vows, and more 
abundanr Merctes than the Hoody, wry 
maſt expect's pas- Condernation. 

And here it is fir to be conſiders By at 
GOT of Families, wich due Regard 
ae mig Kare 3 That thoſe Sins which- 

prevenredin our Families, 

| Ix of rhem, will if 
by moſt 2 urable to us before che . 
— . our Lord, For in this 
the Tabs of Power and Amhority; 
Which our Leid gave us in 4 Nephin, 
which oughrt6 have been — 8 ed in his 
Service, and for the goocꝭ of thoſe chat He 
Bad committed to our Care. Ard ſurely 
the Cries and Accuſations of Perſons ſo neat 
to us as thoſe of n 


wih a peculiar ſs in the 

which we muſt a together — th 
ro give account for all that we have done 
in the Body. 


The Remark of the moſt Gerede ; 
Arc op Tillotſon is very appoſite to 
Caſe, 4 very e e ee 
be engbe, ſays he, to make us tremble, to 
think with what Bitterneſs and Rage our- 
Children and Servants will fly in our Faces in 
the of the laſt Day, for having 
been the Cauſe of their Eternal Rum," fes 
ö want 


675 
want of due Cars on our part to. prevent it. 
In that Day, (continues he) gert i God 
and our conſciences, out moſt terrible Atchſers 
will. be thoſe of our own Houſe ; nay, thoſe 
that came out of our own Bowels; and were 
net only a Part of our Family, bur of our ſelves, 
Conſider this effectually, I 'beleech you, 
my Brerhren, whilft it may be prevented; 
for. whoſoever has che Senſè and'Bowels of 
a Man, muſt think fuch'> Caſe inrolerable, 
if he does indeeed beleire it. 
A Chriſtian Family is a Society of Perſons 
that own the ſame God and Saviour, are 
obliged by che ſame Religious Vows and 
Rules, are agreed in the ſame” Worſhip, en- 
compaſſed with the ſame Infirmities, ſenfi- 
I hog wn" W * to the 
e Dangers; ſo chat are all'equally. _ 
concern'd to unite their Hearts and Lips in 
the ſame Petitions to their Heavenly Father, 
and to ſolicite his Mercy kf the combined 
ſrength of rheir Faith and Prayers; eſpe- 
ctally- conſidering that our bleſſed Saviour ; 
haMmade peculiar Promũſes of his gracious 
- Preſence; where Two or Three are met toge- 
1s ther in his Name. (Mart. 18. 19, 20.) 
».3 How chen can a plous Mer ot Miſtreſs - 
fo ob Family remain unconcern'd in the loſs 
a | of ſuch daily: Opportunities of glorifying 
GOD, and of receiving Beneſits ſuitable 
to thieir common Ncceffties, of which they 
W depriye themſelves and Families? 
A 4 The 
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The Faithful Servants of God are diftin- 
8 by their pious Honſhold-Sovernment, 
d in the Old and New Teſtament. 4- 
braham and Feſhua, Cornelius and Aquila, 
ſtand rem; vn d upon Record for the Piery 
of their Houſholds, and will remain ſo to the 
end of the world, And furely, if the Fach 
and Zeal of a good Houſbelder be duly vi- 
gorous and ſtedfaſt, he cannot bur delight 
to call the little Aſſembly of his Family to- 
gether to worſhip. their Infinitely good and 
gracions God,in whoſe Hands their Breath 
is, and from whom comerh their Salvation. 
And ſuch as have experienc'd the Satisfacti. 
on and Bencfit of ſo doing, will rather chuſe, 
with devout Daniel, to be throw into a 
Den ef Font, than to omit the Seaſons that 
are proper for this uſeful and delightful 


It is Piety and Devotion that princi 
diſtinguiſhes a Family of Chriſtian; =I 
Hurt of Heat bent, and from a Den of H/77ld | 
eat. Others eat, and drink, and con- 
verle together, but Chyiſtians worſhip, and 
2 and ſerve God together, thro the 
ediation of his Son Feſas Chriſt, 
And God bleſſes fuch Deveut Familie: 
with pecul ĩar Bleſſings. Theſe are the pro- 
per means to promote Religion and Virtue 
inthe ſeyeral Members of the Family ; and 
thus they will come to make Conſcience of 
= | nſe 
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(72 
Senſe of Religion will make Chlidren re: 
ſpectful and obedient to their Parenrs fi: 
Lord's ſake 3 and will conſtrain Servancs 
diligent, faithful ind Submiſſive to their Ma- 
den bf on Earth, from the fear of their Maſter © 
in Heaven; And for the ſame Reaſon will 
the 'Superiors in ſuch a Family-be kind, af- 
fable, and and gentle towards their Inferiors : 2 
And thus will the Whole Famih become 
peateable; loving, and contented; for the 


Spirit of Suppli cut ion b r e Spirit 5 
of Nſdom, - Holineſs, and Peace. And 


withal, they take the true meaſures to haye 
their lawful Undertakings and ourward E. | 
fjoyments both bleſſed and ſanctiſied. 10 

Thus wilt a*Religions Pamity ho- - 
nourable to all Nied eſpecially 5 8 V. 
tuous and Pious Pe + whe. cannot but 
rejoice to behold their pious Order, and 
their Chriſtian Fellowſhip and — 
ment; and will with admiration call 
Bleſſed, and affiria, That Gods yd, ret 
of a Truth. * 

Bi en the contrary, whete che Govern * 4 
ment of a Family is not given to God by 
Piety and Devotion, it falls of courſe to the 
Devil, according to the meaſure of its In- 


zety 3 which will be apt to D 
dg- 


rom the want of a ſerious Ack 
ment of God, and devout Application to 
Him: And thus will uch a Family be apr ©* 
o brenne, and co — in View: = 

A 3 | Dif 44 


. * 

Biſerder, and to be expardto 
e 6) 
- Boe 1 would not here 7 

the whele modes of Fink. Do 
adh Paper: There ought alſo 
ab ve reading of Ged's boly Word, in a ſeri - 


3 ee manner, with the uſe 
75 * 
3 the more 


ved 8 of it, 
renofant, when 
_ admits of ir. There ougty like- . 
to be an induſtrious recollection of 
2. in che which they may mutuallyß 
affilt each : They ought to praiſe 
God in P/alms and 2 together, where 
they are capable of performing it with de- 
cency and covenience, The Children 
and = to be duly 3 
There ought to be 4 peculiar regard to the 
Led. Day, in wbich che Maſter of the Fa- 
FTP „ by the expreſs Law. of 
ey to look to al within bis Gates, whe- 
Domeſtic ox Stra as in the 
Fourth — . ou A Po 
veg juſt 8 N, and 


Virtues 
"Rilo things: are of the grearſt pore, 
trance; for: hereby many a Perion may 
to a AR oy of Religion, ev 5 
in the defect I — Miniſtratio 
e — lerved in "en 


Debanc 
l CE 
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Perſecution: And hereby we may 4 
As be rrain'd up for the Set vice 4 
Church of God, as we find in the Cafe of Ff. 


morly mentioned b t. Paul, (m 1. 5. 3.110 
where the p ſtructions of a pio Mo- 
ther and 


—— ſetvd to ling 
very good Biſhop for the Chutch of C SY 
Yea, chere cannot be a more effectual 

means taken to make 2 Nation ' virtuous 
and proſperous, than by introducing Chy7- 
tian Diſcipline and Devorion into Families. 
Could we bting this to prevail univerſally 
among us, in a ſerious and becoming man- 
ner q It would happily introduce that bleſſed 
Change which has been long deſired, and 
with n Paint and Peril endeavours - 
ed by many Penh erfons among {oy Facts o_ 
4 Netional N _ which is the grear- 
eſt of Partly Bleſſings: And truly, this 
muſt'be ede {otne- way or ocher, or we 
ſtall certainly be ruined by our Iniquity, | 
Now I ſay, the pious Regulation of Families - 

+ KF wethis —— —— render the whole — 
Bo FIRuY regul Hgiour; "as Rog 

* All rhe ark a Leper makes the 

N = 925 = 


A 
| 
| 
WE 


ö 
N 


1 — — 
22 ce er 
. nn 5 cop ce 


5 
N 
— 


” 


refraig from Prayer. under rhe n many 9 


(12) 
temporal and eternal Welfare of his CHI. 
dren, the Diligence and Faithfulneſs of his 
Servants, the Quietneſs and Comfort of his 


Fami hy, the Honour of his Name, the Peace 


of his Conſcience, and the Salvation of his 
— — 
gage in t Fa ayer an ous 
— Government; without which he 
too little concern d for his greateſt 
lick and Private Intereſts on Earth, as 
wel as for _ Immortal Concerns. 
And how will 83 it, my Brethren, 
when ye come at laſt ro ſum up the Mer- 
cies ye loft for want of asking , and the 


Sins and Diſorders that multiplied in your 


Families for want of a due — off one 

Duties as the Gevernours thereof. 
Truly, Sirs, my Heart bleeds, and my 

Bowels are pain'd, when I conſider the di 


nal end of this Contempt of ON 1 What 


can you ſay by way. of Apology for ſo per- 
nicious a Neglect? What Pain would j it 
have pur you to, to have worſhip d. God in 
N What could you have loſt 

a 


from your other Buſineſ7, w 


other affairs would certain 
detter in your hands 2... 1 


Pere and Mi{zries of this.. uncertain, 
| $idae you 5 Kn. ledg'd, an i 


d NIE aut Io 40024 Lad Were 


#7: (293 


= and becoming. Practice? 
| Hos could you: think ita Loſs. of ime 


ene e ic your | 
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(0) 
ly. wiſe, Zreat, and zend God, char ' governs 
fre Arte d you light boch his 
Fawpur and his Math? If you have a 
Friend on whom you very much depend 
for your outward Livelihood, you court 
and crouch to him continually, and gladly 
lay by all other Buſineſs, when you can do 
any thing to ſerve him: And can you 
neglect your Infinite Benefatier from day to 
day? Does He not preſerve your Life and 
Being? Does he not open his Hand, and 
fill you with all manner of Plenteouſneſs > 
Does He not offer you the Unſearchable 
Riches of his Love in his only begotten 
Son? And muſt you not petiſn, now- and 
for ever, without his Grace and Mercy > 
Alas! where is your Nen, your Con- 
ſciener, your Common Senſe, when you omit 
any ſort of requiſite Devotion to our infinite 
y glorious and bountiful God, whom to 
ſerve is perfect Freedom; to whom to be 
related as a regenerate Child is the greateſt? 
Henaur, and whom to enjoy is the greateſt 
—_—_— ao enmity aut TOR ARA 
How will thewery! Hearbens riſ&np d 
the laſt Judgment and condemn joud They 
had e 
cularly warch'd over their Domeſtick Af- 
fairs, and defended. ad ſuccoured them in 
their Houſes : Theſe they call'd Lares and 
Rede, and were punctual in their dajly 
Oblast w hem: Theſe, alas! paid a 
> 091817 gout 71101 a" aio ee 
„voliot 3607 Sail 
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uperſtirious - Worſhip v0 

But we have the knowledge i — 

God ;; and ahe only — and the ſpiril 

rual and true Worſhip which Zone He will 

ageept; And how ine cuſable ſhall we be 
— ——— — 


de — his — de Tha 


— 
wi come 

ö 1 ye unto ur, and make 
ne — beſeech yeu; Me. 

en, as you would give me Hope of d 

any conſiderable Good among you, hep 
our comfortable meeting together in ano- 
ther World; That each — — would pi- 
ouſly rake up goa s Reſolution; Av for- 
and my i 6; A wil ſerve cl Lord. Shew 
our ſelxes fach-ſenous Votaries of our holy 
eligion, as to call your Fahitzes together 


at leaſt twice every day, and after the ſe- 


om py _— part of God's Holy: | 
umme your Prayers to your Heavenly | 
Father, for his Bleffings — Soul _ 


| Becby inahis Liſe..nd; chard come: And 


keto n ape. So prays 2 
24 f eng Ti 3 * * 7 7 * 
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4 Prayer for a Family in the Morziug, 


0 * 0 F Holy and Bleed God! * 

filleſt all Places with any Preſence, and, 
att a "Searcher of all Hearts ;; weich thee i 1 
ectible Majeſty. to confound thin "5 Enemies, 
but infinite Majeſty 5 ſuccour the humble 


e eee 


fe. and contrite Soul: Ve gray thee meet us 
„ not at tts time inthy juſt Vengeance, as a 

5 chnſuming Fire ; but be pleaſed co accept 
ad Jus graciouſly, through thy. Mercy 1 i 

ad: . Chriſt, whois, our Hope. .... 

we | E have indeed lived PRs long 3 
1 Jour juſt Apprehenfions of thine infinite 


e and of gut own 2 
5 
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Sons and Infirmuies;) We. haye, 

followed our, awi. Vain. 

Nv 5 * ; and have not duely owned 50 8 

ereignty and Dominion over us 2 
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have broken our Vows, and ſtifled our Con- 
ſciences, and have defiled our Selves, and of- 


fended Thee, having ſerroolightly by the Pro- 


miſes and Threarnings of hy Rook, O' OTLard 


we lament our Im 
and all the finful Frakes eu fl 5 ap 
Lf Ap Lives. And we 


earneſtly beſeech thee, that thou. wouldſt 


not give us up to =Y own filthineſs;, and 
folly, and hardneſs of Heart Bi chat thou 


 wouldft graciouſly reduce us into thy Fold 


and Favour, by the Power of thine Holy 
Spirit; and to accept and pardon us through 
the Merit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
AND, O Lord, vouchſafe t to. cleanſe and 
us in Soul and Body; and make 
us to glorify thy Name on Earth, and to 
do the work thou haft giverr us to-do. Be 
pleaſed to ſubdue our Corruptions, and to 


every inordinate affection and un- N 


ly Paffion ; and make us intirely reſi 
will, and ſubſerdiem to thy Praiſe, | 


now and ever. 


KEEP us, we beſeech thee; from the. | 
Snares of worldly Pleaſures: and Enjoy- 
ments, and make us to ſex our Hearts on 
all the Powers of 
uls and Bodies in into a willing ſubje.” | 


hings above: And bring 
Cen to thy Rule and Government, And 


dart us fromm all carnal N and Un- 


* Nie. 201: if Ko) 9 
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belief, and from all Uhgodlmeſs, \and-fin+ 
ful Indulgence of 4heHelhlls = boa 

- VOUCHSAFE; Gdod God, to pit our 
Weakneſs and Im perfection; and to fuc- 
cout us in all our Temptations; and to ſup . 
port us in all our Sorrows and Aﬀitions : 
And grant us a happy end of all our Sar“ 
rows at laſt in thine eternal Ringdom. 
- MAKE. us ever mindful/ dfahe End fat 
which we were made; and the chief work 
we haye to do; and the uncertainty of his 
preſent Life: and affect us duly by the fore- 
thought of chat unchangeable!Eterhiry: to 
which we are haſterinn g nf 
ANDi.let thy Fab fl Feac-erettlwel 
in our Hearts; char itimay bd dur continn 
al Exerciſe to keepour Qonſciences void 
of Offence both towards thee our God and 
wn pam Aneta inbe Day of E 
Salvation idly and unprofitably : Buy *' 
make us to work out our Satviation With 


le, Fear and Trembling, through thy Grace 
h and Spirit; and make us to ſtated always 

F. ff Watch, prepared for our Maſter's 
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of | end to — n  be- 
„„ Zuming gta n EA: 
:. > VQUCHSAFE,O:Lord, to bleſs all our 
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thy Grace to le in Unixy and Godly Love, 
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And give to all the People of this Nation, 


and to further each others preſent and erer 
nal Welfare. 

pleaſed to bieſs all our Relations and 
Friends ; and multiply thy Mercies upon 
them in of this and of rhe. orher 
World: And vouchſafe to fuccour all that 
lie under any Sorrow or Afflictton, and be 
ber ante: them in all _— call er er 
- MANIFEST thine eſpecial oe: and 
Favour, we- pray chee, to "this Family; 
Vouctiſafe to Ade for us; an& defend us 
WE chevaghtaratty een 
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8 ail Tp an Peas us, but Keep us in 
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fidus Naine, for "all thy Merties towards 
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Loy 8 all the Sao Providences ] 
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e, 
Y 


dccept us, and pardon us, togerher with 
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holy Name and Werd: we forcher pray: 2 
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| this pteſent World aud Bow little have woe 
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minded. the Concerns of our Salvation and. 
eternal Life! We have not duly glorified 
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O, how juſtly maiſt chou ſnatch away our 
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. without Holineſs none can enter imo thy 
Kingdom: O Lord, make us holy through 
the effectual E rs tion and prone nic 
tion of thine ho y dict, that wwe may ove 
xhee with our Hake and Soul,” and . ſerve 
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IO this end make us habitually mindful 
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adminiſter 


cal Al ions; and be pleaſed to 
to them as ShejnNeccditics of Soul or Body 
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ſerve chem from all Evil, and 
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and rule over us: Preſetve us in Peace and 
batter, and le and ler chy Spirit rule in every one 
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